
Welcome to Selah

סלה

It’s really good to have you here.  Thanks for coming.

Enter the season of light, the season after the Epiphany.



The Carnival Season



Of heaven and earth

Trying to be the church as we learn to live life with God in this world. 



Anything that brings 
delight to God.   

Anything that says 
to God: 

I love you, too.

Offering God 
our hearts, 
our minds, 

our bodies, 
our souls, 

our activity, 
our lives. 

Worship



The Invitatory:

Come to me.  I’m here waiting. -God





Christ has come.   Christ is here. 
The Light has shone.   Lead us on. 

God revealed to us. God present in our world.



All that I am Lord,  I place into your hands
All that I do Lord,   I place into your hands

All that I work for Lord,  I place into your hands
All that I hope for Lord ,  I place into your hands

The troubles that worry me Lord,  I place into your hands
The worries that weary me Lord,  I place into your hands

All that I care for Lord ,  I place into your hands
All that I pray for Lord, ,  I place into your hands



Jesus said:  Here's another way to put it:
You're here to be light, bringing out the 

God-colors in the world. God is not a secret  to be 
kept. We're going public with this, as public 

as a city on a hill. If I make you light-bearers, 
you don't think I'm going to hide you under a bucket, 

do you? I'm putting you on a light stand. Now that 
I've put you there on a hilltop, on a light stand—shine! 

From the Gospel of 

Matthew 

Ch 5; vs 14-16

The Versicle: Letting God have the first word this evening.



Step out of the traffic…

What is it you need to step out of so you can be fully present?
What is it you need to step towards?

What do you need from God this evening?



Step out of the traffic
And take a long loving look at God

Be still and be here. 
Be still and be with each other

Be still and know God.



The lighting of the Candles



Praying with the Church:

Almighty God, 
give us wisdom to perceive you, 
intelligence to understand you,

diligence to seek you,
patience to wait for you,

vision to behold you,
a heart to meditate on you,

a life to proclaim you;
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with the Holy Spirit, 
one God now and forever. Amen  



Being Thankful

The Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  

Praise Him all creatures here below.

Praise Him above the heavenly host.

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.   



Gathering 
around 

the table

Being the church:

Give thanks for each other being here. 



theSearching

To find and to be found, because

God wishes to be seen, and He wishes to be sought,  
and He wishes to be expected, and He wishes to be trusted   

(Julian of Norwich).



Seek the Lord and his strength;  

Seek his presence continually. 

We seek you O God, our God.  

Be known to us in our searching.

Psalm  105:4   (ESV & Message)

Keep your eyes open for GOD, watch 
for his works;  be alert for signs of his 
presence.   Remember the world of 
wonders he has made,  his miracles, and 
the verdicts he's rendered



a practice
of praying

for 
windows.





Holy is the Lord

We stand and lift up our hands

For the joy of the Lord is our strength

We bow down, and worship him now

How great, how awesome is He.

And together we sing…



Holy is the Lord, God Almighty

The earth is filled with His glory

Holy is the Lord, God Almighty

The earth is filled with His glory

The earth is filled with His glory



We stand and lift up our hands

For the joy of the Lord is our strength

We bow down, and worship him now

How great, how awesome is He.

And together we sing…



Holy is the Lord, God Almighty

The earth is filled with His glory

Holy is the Lord, God Almighty

The earth is filled with His glory

The earth is filled with His glory



It’s the rising up, all around

It’s the anthem of the Lord’s renown

It’s the rising up, all around

It’s  the anthem of the Lord’s renown

And together we sing…

Everyone sing….



Holy is the Lord, God Almighty

The earth is filled with His glory

Holy is the Lord, God Almighty

The earth is filled with His glory

The earth is filled with His glory



Holy and Loving God
There is no place you 

do not dwell.   And 
every place where you 

are is holy.  
Extend our vision 

Amplify our hearing
Deepen our knowing 

Open to us the 
Gates of Heaven



“Come let us reason together” 
says the Lord.  
From the prophet Isaiah, Ch 1.  

In search of:  ekklessia.



Who is it that we seek? 

We seek the Lord our God.

We seek you with all of our heart.

Come Holy Spirit Come.

We seek you with all of our mind

Come Holy Spirit Come

We seek you with all of our strength

Come Holy Spirit Come

We seek you with all of our soul

Come Holy Spirit Come







Nothing to Hide

1-4While Peter and John were addressing the people, the priests, the chief of the Temple 
police, and some Sadducees came up, indignant that these upstart apostles were 
instructing the people and proclaiming that the resurrection from the dead had taken 
place in Jesus. They arrested them and threw them in jail until morning, for by now it 
was late in the evening. But many of those who listened had already believed the 
Message—in round numbers about five thousand! 5-7The next day a meeting was called 
in Jerusalem. The rulers, religious leaders, religion scholars, Annas the Chief Priest, 
Caiaphas, John, Alexander—everybody who was anybody was there. They stood Peter 
and John in the middle of the room and grilled them: "Who put you in charge here? 
What business do you have doing this?" 

8-12With that, Peter, full of the Holy Spirit, let loose: "Rulers and leaders of the people, if 
we have been brought to trial today for helping a sick man, put under investigation 
regarding this healing, I'll be completely frank with you—we have nothing to hide. By the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the One you killed on a cross, the One God raised from 
the dead, by means of his name this man stands before you healthy and whole. Jesus is 
'the stone you masons threw out, which is now the cornerstone.' Salvation comes no 
other way; no other name has been or will be given to us by which we can be saved, only 
this one." 

. 

From the Acts of the Apostles, Ch 4

GOOD POST UR E?



Many Signs and Wonders Done
12Now many signs and wonders were regularly done among the people by the hands of 
the apostles. And they were all together in Solomon’s Portico. 13None of the rest dared 
join them, but the people held them in high esteem. 14And more than ever believers 
were added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women, 15 so that they even 
carried out the sick into the streets and laid them on cots and mats, that as Peter came 
by at least his shadow might fall on some of them. 16The people also gathered from the 
towns around Jerusalem, bringing the sick and those afflicted with unclean spirits, and 
they were all healed. 

The Apostles Arrested and Freed
17But the high priest rose up, and all who were with him (that is, the party of the 
Sadducees), and filled with jealousy 18they arrested the apostles and put them in the 
public prison. 19But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the prison doors and 
brought them out, and said, 20"Go and stand in the temple and speak to the people all 
the words of this Life." 21And when they heard this, they entered the temple at daybreak 
and began to teach.

From the Acts of the Apostles, Ch 5



Now when the high priest came, and those who were with him, they called together the 
council and all the senate of the people of Israel and sent to the prison to have them 
brought. 22But when the officers came, they did not find them in the prison, so they 

returned and reported, 23"We found the prison securely locked and the guards standing 
at the doors, but when we opened them we found no one inside." 24Now when the 

captain of the temple and the chief priests heard these words, they were greatly 
perplexed about them, wondering what this would come to. 25And someone came and 

told them, "Look! The men whom you put in prison are standing in the temple and 
teaching the people." 26Then the captain with the officers went and brought them, but 

not by force, for they were afraid of being stoned by the people. 

27And when they had brought them, they set them before the council. And the high 
priest questioned them, 28saying, "We strictly charged you not to teach in this name, yet 

here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and you intend to bring this man’s 
blood upon us." 29But Peter and the apostles answered, "We must obey God rather than 
men. 30 The God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. 

31God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and 
forgiveness of sins. 32And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, 

whom God has given to those who obey him."

From the Acts of the Apostles, Ch 5



33When they heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill them. 34But a 
Pharisee in the council named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in honor by 
all the people, stood up and gave orders to put the men outside for a little 
while. 35And he said to them, "Men of Israel, take care what you are about to do 
with these men. 36For before these days Theudas rose up, claiming to be 
somebody, and a number of men, about four hundred, joined him. He was 
killed, and all who followed him were dispersed and came to nothing. 37After 
him Judas the Galilean rose up in the days of the census and drew away some of 
the people after him. He too perished, and all who followed him were scattered. 
38So in the present case I tell you, keep away from these men and let them 
alone, for if this plan or this undertaking is of man, it will fail; 39but if it is of God, 
you will not be able to overthrow them. You might even be found opposing 
God!" So they took his advice, 40and when they had called in the apostles, they 
beat them and charged them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them 
go. 41Then they left the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were 
counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name. 42And every day, in the temple 
and from house to house, they did not cease teaching and preaching Jesus as 
the Christ.

From the Acts of the Apostles, Ch 5



Seven Chosen to Serve

1Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint 
by the Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their widows were being 
neglected in the daily distribution. 2And the twelve summoned the full number 
of the disciples and said, "It is not right that we should give up preaching the 
word of God to serve tables. 3 Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you 
seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will 
appoint to this duty. 4But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry 
of the word." 5And what they said pleased the whole gathering, and they chose 
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, 
and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. 
6These they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on 
them. 7And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the 
disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests 
became obedient to the faith.

From the Acts of the Apostles, Ch 6



The Word of God Prospered
1-4 During this time, as the disciples were increasing in numbers by leaps and 
bounds, hard feelings developed among the Greek-speaking believers—
"Hellenists"—toward the Hebrew-speaking believers because their widows were 
being discriminated against in the daily food lines. So the Twelve called a meeting of 
the disciples. They said, "It wouldn't be right for us to abandon our responsibilities 
for preaching and teaching the Word of God to help with the care of the poor. So, 
friends, choose seven men from among you whom everyone trusts, men full of the 
Holy Spirit and good sense, and we'll assign them this task. Meanwhile, we'll stick to 
our assigned tasks of prayer and speaking God's Word." 5-6The congregation 
thought this was a great idea. They went ahead and chose—

Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, 
Philip, Procorus, Nicanor,  Timon, Parmenas, Nicolas, a convert from Antioch.

Then they presented them to the apostles. Praying, the apostles laid on hands and 
commissioned them for their task. 

From the Acts of the Apostles, Ch 6



Our Response to God’s words to us



Joyous Light

Hail Gladdening Light, sun so bright

Jesus Christ, end of night, alleluia

Hail Gladdening Light, Eternal Bright

In evening time, 'round us shine, alleluia, alleluia

Hail Gladdening Light, such joyous Light

O Brilliant Star, forever shine, alleluia, alleluia

Chorus:

We hymn the Father, we hymn the Son

We hymn the Spirit, wholly Divine

No one more worthy of songs to be sung

To the Giver of Life, all glory is Thine



Peace be still.

Peace be still

The Storm Rages

Peace be still.  



Psalm 40

I waited and waited and waited for 
GOD. At last he looked; finally he 
listened. 

He lifted me out of the ditch, 
pulled me from deep mud. 

He stood me up on a solid rock 
to make sure I wouldn't slip. 

He taught me how to sing the 
latest God-song, 

a praise-song to our God. 
More and more people are seeing 

this: 
they enter the mystery, 
abandoning themselves to GOD. 

Blessed are you who give yourselves 
over to GOD, turn your backs on the 
world's "sure thing,“ ignore what 
the world worships; 

The world's a huge stockpile 
of GOD-wonders and God-

thoughts. Nothing and no one 
comes close to you! 

I start talking about you, telling 
what I know, 

and quickly run out of words. 
Neither numbers nor words 

account for you. 

Doing something for you, bringing 
something to you—

that's not what you're after. 
Being religious, acting pious—

that's not what you're asking for. 
You've opened my ears 

so I can listen. 







Conversations: our response to God

into the details  of our everyday lives.

And because . 

The Offering



Announcements:

• Superbowl Tailgate at the Woodruffs.

• Blog writer  

• Mardi Gras

• Summer Pilgrimages: Mtn TOP & Scotland.   



S i l h ou e t t e s  

f or

A  S e a s on .

The 30 Hour Famine reborn.



Our Offering. 



The Blessing

May you go from here with the strength and joy to be

the church out there in the world.

May you live believing that the same Spirit that was 
given to the first Christians is given to you.

May you live believing that God can get you out of the 
tight corners we find ourselves in  and

May you live believing that Jesus still really does offer 
THE LIFE

The PEACE OF THE LORD be always with you!


